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thoughts. The khadi cap and the khadi dress signify prosperity
for Kathiawar. It would save sixty-five lakhs of rupees if its popu-
lation of twenty-six lakhs used annually, on an average, cloth worth
two and a half rupees and produced khadi of that value. Every-
one can figure out for himself how much the economic condition
of Kathiawar would improve if this amount continues to accu-
mulate year after year in the homes of the people in Kathiawar.
From this calculation, other equally encouraging figures can also
be deduced. If we take each family as consisting of five members,
its annual income will increase by twelve and a half rupees. When
we calculate the average, we know that each individual does not
save the exact amount but that the whole community benefits to
that extent. This would mean that the poor families of Kathia-
war which need money and are obliged to live in straitened circum-
stances would get the benefit of this saving of sixty-five lakhs; or,
it could also be taken to mean that the people of Kathiawar have
a pile of sixty-five lakhs of rupees lying unguarded before them
and everyone may help himself to as much of it as he can. This,
of course, would be civilized looting. Moreover, as the amount
would be distributed through the spinning-wheel, the money
would reach only the homes of the poor who needed it. That there
should be any opposition to khadi which produces such happy
results and to Navajivan which propagates khadi, non-violence and
truth, is a reflection on our times. In Kathiawar, there can be
only one answer to such opposition, viz., that all Kathiawaris
should start wearing khadi exclusively. If this is done, the Port
Commissioner will find it difficult to ban khadi. Again, as the
income from Navajivan is used only for public purposes, I can even
state distinterestedly that, if every literate person starts subscrib-
ing to Navajivan the ban imposed in Veraval will also have to be
lifted. When large numbers start doing a thing, it is almost, if
not quite, impossible to stop them even by threatening to shoot
them.
ABOUT NATIONAL SCHOOLS
A gentleman writes to warn us in regard to national schools and
says that no attention is being paid to primary schools. If, he says,
nothing further is done after converting these schools into national
schools and children go without education, parents will feel dis-
gusted and withdraw their children j they may even leave them
again to the kindness of the Government. Of course, there is much
truth in this. There is a great difference between grown-up students
who know their responsibilities and children under ten years.